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IMMEDIATELY WHO OWNS THE WEST? 5/4/79”
state
MISSOULA—
Who Owns the West?
Specialists in the history, natural resources, Native American issues, and 
culture and the arts in Montana will address that question during a conference at 
the University of Montana, Missoula, May 9-12.
Writers coming to Missoula to take part include Norman Maclean, Chicago, 111., 
former Missoulian and author of "A River Runs Through It ; Pulitzer prize-winner 
A. B. Guthrie, Jr., Choteau, author of "The Big Sky," and Ivan Doig, Seattle, Wash., 
whose novel, "The House of Sky," has been nominated for this year's National Book 
Award.
Other out-of-state participants are University of Toledo law professor John 
Vance, former member of the Montana Public Safety Commission and the Indian Claims 
Conmission; Rob Nil 1 son, member of Cine Manifest, producers of "Northern Lights"
(to be shown at the Crystal Theatre nightly during the conference), one of two 
American films to win awards in its category at this year's Cannes Film Festival.
Missoula writers taking part are poets Richard Hugo and Madeline DeFrees, UM 
English professors*, Dorothy M. Johnson, author of articles, stories and novels, and 
James Welch, poet and novelist. Also involved are Missoula filmmakers Swain Wolfe 
and Annick Smith.
In other areas, participants include Frank Dunkle, Helena, secretary of the Montana 
Mining Association; Charles T. "Tom" Costin, Missoula, duputy regional forester 
for resources for the Northern Region of the U. S. Forest Service; Fred Houle, tribal 
secretary, and Bearhead Swaney, former chairman of the Tribal Council, of the 
Confederated Salish-Kootenai Tribe. -over-
WHO OWNS THE WEST?
Other University faculty members on the program are Maxine C. Johnson, director 
of the UM Bureau of Business and Economic Research; K. Ross Toole, professor of 
history, and Juliette Crump, head of the dance division in the Department of Drama/Dance.
The conference is sponsored by the UM Western Studies Committee and supported 
in part by a grant from the Montana Committee for the Humanities, state affiliate 
of the National Endowment for the Humanities. William Bevis is chairman of the 
sponsoring committee, and William Kittredge is the project director. Both are members 
of the English faculty in the UM College of Arts and Sciences.
m
